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Keynote speaker Roslyn Brock, chairperson of the National Board of Directors for the NAACP, gave
a rousing speech to a full audience that had members of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s family in it.

31st annual Dr. martin
Luther King, jr. Leadership
awards Breakfast

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW) held
their 31th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Leadership
Awards Breakfast Mon.,
Jan. 16 at the historic Coliseum in downtown St.
Pete.
“We celebrate today
the life and legacy and the
man that brought hope and

healing to America,” said
Master of Ceremony Mark
Wilson of Channel 13, noting that only about 100 people attended the inaugural
Leadership Awards Breakfast while the event now
draws more than 1,200 attendees.
He noted the importance and relevance of the
Day of Service, which “empowers us as individuals
here, strengthens our communities, bridges barriers
and creates solutions for

the number of social problems we have today, moving us closer to Dr. King’s
vision.”
Keynote
speaker
Roslyn Brock, chairperson of the National Board
of Directors for the
NAACP, said for some,
MLK Day observances
have become mere obligations and cultural courtesy—diversity
and
inclusion events replete
with symbolism, yet devoid
of sincerity.

commuNIty
NEws
pagEs 2 - 11
mLK paRaDE
pagEs 12 - 13
Day oF
sERVIcE EVENts
pagEs 14 - 15
chuRch NEws
pagEs 16 - 17

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Martin Luther King,
Jr. Essay Contest is in its
34th year and once again it
attracted some outstanding participants that promise to make a huge impact
on the world in the years to
come.
Thursday, Jan. 12, was
a night of outstanding performances by four Gibbs
High School students.
Each participant took the
stage and brought their
speeches to life for a panel
of judges and an awestruck crowd.
“I think Dr. King would
be proud,” said Tyna Middleton, secretary of the
Enoch Davis Center Senior Advisory Council. She
watched the finalist blos-

See ESSAY, page 8

See LECTURE, page 7

Virginia Scott, Daniela Pepe and
Charlie Williams
Scott. Packer, a writer/producer, is well known in the
film industry for turning
low-budget films into
blockbusters.
And there have been
others who have followed
in his footsteps in their
own respected careers,
each given a chance to

Staff Writer

perfect their speaking and
each given an opportunity
to take a stand and be
heard.
Although throughout
the years, students from
various high schools have
entered the contest, Gibbs
High has consistently re-

“Each year during this
time African Americans
mentally prepare themselves for rousing renditions of ‘I Have a Dream’
speeches,” she said. “We
listen attentively to spirit-lifting renditions of the Civil
Rights Movement’s mantra
sung by multi-cultural
bands of starry-eyed
schoolchildren locked arm
in arm in an inextricable
web of destiny as they innocently proclaim certainly
See AWARDS, page 10

som on stage, putting fear
in their back pockets and
using it as a source of energy, not an excuse. “I
think he would be inspired
to believe his dream is possible.”
Students from schools
all across St. Petersburg
are encouraged to send
entries in each year. Virginia Scott is part of the
MLK Commemorative
Organization and one of its
founding members. Time
and time again she’s witnessed winners and past
participants go on to make
great contributions to society and believe the essay
contest will always be an
integral part of the community.
“Will Packer stood
right on this stage and won
the essay contest,” said

BY FRANK DROUZAS

ST. PETERSBURG —
The energetic Dr. Cornel West
roused the crowd at Greater
Mt. Zion AME Church Jan. 11
as part of the 2017 Heritage
Lecture Series. The celebrated
author, activist and social critic
touched upon such varied issues as an increasingly
“brand” culture, child poverty,
the “gangsterization” of America and even drone strikes.
“In these days you need to
undergo your own critical selfinventory...Do you put on the
full armor of faith and truth in
these bleak times? This is a
time for warriors, not little sunshine soldiers,” he said, paraphrasing revolutionary era
pamphleteer Thomas Paine.
This is not the time for polished professionals who have
to convince everybody that
they’re center stage in order
for them to feel good about
themselves, West declared,
adding that “we’re looking for
warriors” like Malcolm X, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and
even Frederick Douglass and
Harriet Tubman. These days
we live in a “spiritual blackout,”
he averred, “a profound spiritual crisis.”
He praised such musical
artists as Stevie Wonder, Marvin Gaye, Curtis Mayfield and
John Coltrane for their important messages of love in their
works. Not the sentimentality
associated with single love or
lust, he clarified, but “courage
that cuts so deep that you
make a decision to be faithful
unto death.”
“We’re at a moment where
we need all of that spiritual
strength and yet we’re weaker
than ever,” he lamented.
“We’re more feeble than ever
because spiritual blackout is
the eclipse of integrity, honesty, decency and courage.”
West admonished the un-

MLK Essay Contest in its 34th year
INDEX

Dr. Cornel West
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrate the life of James Walker Sr.
The family of James
Joseph Walker Sr. invites
everyone who knew and
loved him to come out and
celebrate his life this Saturday, Jan. 21 the Dwight
Jones Recreation Center,
1035 Burlington Ave. N,
St. Petersburg, starting at
11 a.m.
Walker was born May
14, 1942, in New Jersey,
but lived most of his adult
life in St. Petersburg. He
was married to Donnie
Mae Marshall, née Westbrook, on August 26, 1972,
by the late Rev. L.S. McCree. They lived happily
together until his passing.
Left to cherish his

memory is their seven
children:
Elizabeth
Walker
(Fayetteville,
N.C.), James Joseph
Walker Jr. (St. Pete),
Alexander Westbrook
(Jacksonville), James
Marshall, Jr. (Fayetteville, N.C.), Donald
Marshall (St. Pete), Darrell Marshall Sr. (Jacksonville) and Wilbert
Westbrook (Las Vegas).
Also, his two sistersin-law Janetha Denmark
and Pricilla Gordon both
of Jacksonville, 39 grandchildren, 19 great-grandchildren and a host of
extended relatives and
longtime friends.

A small dynamo
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Big things often come in
small packages. Such is
the case with Haron
Sherrod III, a junior
guard for Northeast
High School varsity basketball team. Standing a
mere 5’ 8” and weighing
in at 145 pounds, his
stature is non-threating
to the monstrous opponents he faces.
However, the explosion that comes from
Haron on the court
leaves opponents baffled
and coaches searching
for ways to capture the
little pest. He averages
14.7 points/game, 4.5 assists, 3.7 rebounds and
3.5 steals per game. He
never goes unnoticed.
“I hear the talk about
how small I am and how
I’m not going to be effective,” said Haron. “The
truth is that this kind of
talk motivates me even
more. I have great teammates and they do look
for my leadership. But
we are not a one-man
team. My dad always
tells me that ‘there is no
‘I’ in ‘team.’”
Haron said a good relationship with his father
along with his presence
at his games help him
both on and off the basketball court. The caring
that he receives from his
father makes it easy to
respond on the court.
His dad, Haron Sherrod, Jr., was a standout
basketball player for the
Boca Ciega Pirates in the
mid to late 90s. Playing
with the likes of Jimmy
Baxter
(professional

playing
overseas),
Nathan Stenfors and
Sharrod McCree (Eckerd College standout),
the team ranked in the
top five in the Florida
High School Athletic Associate poll. His dad was
the senior leader.
Family support is important to the small dynamo who embraces
hard work and clear
goals as keys to being
successful. His mother,
Anitera Kelley, is the supportive guide to ensure
that the grades are intact
and that he stays
grounded.
“Haron is an amazing
child,” said Kelley. “He is
very driven and determined. He’s also very
thoughtful and caring.
Sometimes he cares a little too much, often putothers
before
ting
himself. It’s our responsibility to help him figure
things out. He has such a
humble spirit. I just love
him and what he stands
for.”
His love for the game
of basketball began as a
six year old playing at
Wildwood Recreation
Center, now known as
the Thomas “Jet” Jackson Recreation Center.
He went on to play AAU
basketball as he got
older.
Haron
said
he
learned the game backwards. Because of his
tiny frame, he learned to
shoot first and then dribble, something that baffles his opponents.
“Duke (Haron) is a
tremendous asset to this
program,” said Paul
Wholey, first year Head
Boys Basketball Coach at

Northeast.
Wholey said Haron
works extremely hard
and is a student of the
game. When the coach
first came to Northeast,
Haron was there by his
side helping him to identify players.
“Duke is a special
kid,” said Wholey.
Haron’s life’s purpose
is to be successful, not
matter what he’s doing.
With his eyes set on playing professional basketball, his backup plan is to
become a coach after getting his degree, of
course.
“I don’t take the game
for granted and neither
do I take life for granted,”
stated Haron. This is why
I play every minute of
every game like it’s my
last one. I have a lot of
people helping me along
the way and I’m thankful
for each of them. I put
forth effort to let them
know that I appreciate
them being in my life and
being my support.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A call to action
TAMPA BAY – One
Church One Child of
Florida challenges communities to seriously consider
adopting
or
mentoring children in
need of a forever home.
Do you have room in
your heart for a child or
siblings in need of a family?
This is an urgent and
important question that
must be raised time and
time again, but each time
there is a different child
or children. One Church
One Child of Florida is
reaching out to families
and individuals in local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
child pictured here and
others like him are waiting for a permanent
home and/or mentor.
Daily over 700 children are in need of a family to call their own, many
of them are minorities.
Can you provide a loving,
permanent home for
these siblings or other
children like them, or
consider becoming their
mentor?
Churches are asked
to partner with One
Church One Child in
sharing information with
congregations and extending Watch-Care Ministries to children. Rev.
Beverly Hills Lane, state
president
for
One
Church One Child of
Florida and vice-president for National One
Church One Child, is
challenging her fellow
pastors to get involved
and encouraging families
to open their hearts and
homes to children.
These series of articles feature children located in communities
across the state; they
have no family identified
to adopt them. Will you

Robert by Pezz Photo

PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
CONSOLIDATED SUBMISSION FOR 2017-2018
FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
January 20, 2017
Pinellas County is now accepting applications for the FY 2017-2018 housing and community
development grant programs. Funding for these programs are provided through the Community Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnership and Emergency Solutions
Grant programs.
Estimated FY 2017-2018 available funds are:
$ 2,715,418
$ 1,851,266
$ 216,740

Community Development Block Grant Entitlement and Program Income
HOME Investments Partnership Program Entitlement and Program Income
Emergency Solutions Grant Program

Confirmation of 2017 federal grant funding levels has not yet been received. Funding levels
identified above are subject to change. The County expects final Federal funding levels to be
released on or before October 1, 2017.
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG): The Federal Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, provides Federal Community Development
Block Grant funds for projects that promote the development of viable, urban communities
by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment and expanded economic opportunities, principally for persons of low and moderate-income (LMI).
“I love building things”
take the challenge of
opening your home and
family to parenting them?
December’s child is
highlighted in this article; he too deserves to
have a family. Do pray
sincerely for him and
consider making him a
part of your family
through adoption or a
part of your church
through Project WatchCare, for support and
mentoring.
Robert
Robert has a real talent for working with his
hands. He takes pride in
making things for the
people he loves the most,
and thinks it would be
cool to be a craftsman
when he grows up.
He’s a naturally curious and a thoughtful little
boy with an interest in

nearly everything. Just
like every boy his age, he
loves playing outside too.
He wants to succeed in
all he does, and hopes to
find a forever family who
will encourage him to do
just that.
If you are interested
in knowing more about
Robert and other children in foster care available for adoption, or if
you would like to become
a foster parent, mentor,
partner or volunteer,
please contact LaKay
Fayson, Recruitment Cofor
One
ordinator
Church One Child of
Florida’s SunCoast Region, at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org
For more information,
logon
to
www.ococfl.org.

The County anticipates having approximately $1,700,000 in CDBG funding available for
new project proposals for the following types of eligible activities which fall within the priority
needs identified in the County’s Consolidated Plan: (1) public facility construction and improvement projects which serve low- to moderate-income areas and citizens or special needs
populations, including the homeless within the County’s jurisdiction; and (2) public infrastructure projects in special districts.
HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME): Title II of the Cranston-Gonzales National
Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, provides HOME funds for affordable housing
activities including building, buying, and/or rehabilitating affordable housing for rent or
homeownership.
Pinellas County is in a consortium with the City of Largo and anticipates having approximately $1,650,000 available for affordable housing activities. The City of Largo receives a
portion of the HOME funds as part of the Consortium and allocates funds to housing activities.
Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG): The Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid
Transition to Housing Act of 2009 (HEARTH Act), amending the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act, provides ESG funds for addressing the needs of homeless people in emergency
or transitional shelters to assisting people to quickly regain stability in permanent housing
after experiencing a housing crisis and/or homelessness.
The County anticipates having approximately $120,000 in ESG funds available for new project
proposals for the following types of eligible emergency shelter component activities: (1) shelter
operations; and (2) shelter renovations. The ESG emergency shelter component funding is
intended to help improve the number and quality of emergency shelter for homeless individuals and families and to help operate the shelters.

ConneCt
With Us!

Application Information: Applications will be available beginning Friday, January 20, 2017,
on the County website at www.pinellascounty.org/community/nofa/executive.htm, by telephone (727) 464-8210, or by emailing cdplanning@pinellascounty.org.
Application Due Date: 4:30 P.M., Friday, February 17, 2017
Applications must be received by the Community Development Division, 440 Court Street,
2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756, no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, February 17, 2017.
Selection of activities is based on a competitive process according to, but not limited to, the
following criteria: conceptual soundness of the project; financial feasibility of the project; applicant’s demonstrated ability to implement and administer the project; applicant’s ability to
meet and maintain compliance with applicable federal, state, and/or local regulations; community development value (cost versus community impact); demonstrable positive impact on
the community made apparent through accountable performance metrics; engagement of residents or businesses meeting Section 3 requirements. Additionally, activities must be consistent with the County’s Five-Year Consolidated Plan priorities and have approval of the local
jurisdiction in which the activity is located.

CON N ECT
W ITH US

Additional Federal, State and Local Funding: Pinellas County also anticipates receiving approximately $250,000 in program income through the Neighborhood Stabilization Program
(NSP) for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2017.
In addition to Federal housing funds, approximately $3,900,000 from the State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program and approximately $80,000 in program income from
local Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds will be available for affordable housing programs.
Affordable Housing Programs and Activities: Pinellas County funds housing programs on
an ongoing basis using available CDBG, HOME, NSP, SHIP and HTF funding. These programs include: housing development, down payment assistance, owner-occupied housing rehabilitation, and housing services such as homebuyer training, and foreclosure prevention
counseling.
Applications for affordable housing development activities may be submitted at any time during the year. Housing Development activities include the preservation and/or production of
affordable rental housing developments, mixed income rental developments and housing development for homebuyers.

PICK OF THE WEEK! DOG

36 7 13

CA$H 3

644 838 331

Information about the County’s housing and community development programs is available
through the above website or telephone number.

DAYS

2-5
1-3
3-6

8-7
5-4
7-1

Jurisdiction: CDBG funds must be used to benefit residents located in the Urban County (all
unincorporated areas and all incorporated areas except St. Petersburg, Clearwater, Largo, and
Belleair Shore). HOME funds must be used to benefit residents of the Pinellas County Consortium (Urban County and the City of Largo). ESG funds must benefit the homeless or those
at risk of homelessness located outside the city limits of St. Petersburg. SHIP and local HTF
funds must be used to benefit residents in the County (all unincorporated and all incorporated
areas).
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2017 MLK Candlelight Vigil
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
More than 300 people from
all walks of life, age groups
and ethnicity packed into
the Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum to commemorate
the life and legacy of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. in a
Candlelight Vigil last Saturday.
The newly formed One
City Chorus, whose goal is
to create community in song
by embracing diversity and
promoting harmony, did
just that as their melodic
sounds filled the museum.
City Council Chair Darden Rice shared the Resolution of Remembrance, Rev.
Dr. Doral Pulley gave the
Occasion
Prayer
of
Mankind and Council member Steve Kornell provided
greetings to all who came
out to participate.
One of the most heartfelt moments was the recognition of 10 heroes who gave

their lives for the cause of
civil rights. We are familiar
with names such as Dr.
King, Malcom X and
Medgar Evers, but there are
so many others who gave
their lives to change the
world.
The Woodson Museum
reminded us of their names
and honored their legacy by
lighting a candle and telling
their stories. Many people
became teary-eyed listening
to the way they were beaten,
shot and tortured to secure
basic rights for African
Americans.
Museum Chair Terri
Lipsey Scott read the stories
behind each of the 10 civil
rights activists who sacrificed everything for a
brighter future for America.
Jimmy Lee Jackson –
Shot at a march while trying
to protect his mother from
being beaten by cops.
Known as the man whose
death gave life to the Voting
Rights Act.
Clyde Kennard –

Could not be dissuaded
from enrolling in an all-white
college, so trumped up
charges were placed on
him. While in jail for a crime
he did not commit, he became ill and was denied
treatment for stomach cancer. After being released, he
died six months later.
Juliette
Hampton
Morgan – A privileged
white
librarian
who
began writing letters to the
local newspaper demanding
fair treatment of black people. She endured verbal and
physical abuse and attacks
on her life until she resigned
from her job. She was found
dead of an overdose.
Rev. James Reeb —
Was a white Unitarian minister working in a poor black
neighborhood in Boston
who heeded Dr. King’s call
for clergy to join him in
Selma for the march to
Montgomery. While in
Selma, he and two other
white ministers left a diner
and were accosted by a trio

of white men. Reeb feel into
a coma and died the next
day.
Vernon Dahmer –
Dahmer was a businessman
in Hattiesburg, Miss., where
he owned a few businesses,
including a small grocery
store. Focusing on getting
black citizens registered to
vote, he announced on a
radio station in town that he
would allow people to pay
the poll tax at his store so
they wouldn’t need to travel
to the courthouse. Three
carloads of Klansmen shot
up his house and set it on
fire. His wife and children
survived, but he died from
his injuries the next day.
Oneal Moore – Moore
was the first African-American police officer in Washington Parish in Louisiana.
He was shot and killed by
three white men in a pickup
truck.
Harry and Harriette
Moore – The Moores were
both educators and deeply
involved in the NAACP. For

their activism, they were
killed when a firebomb
placed under their beds detonated in their home in
Mims, Fla.
Reverend George Lee
– Lee was active in civil
rights and involved in the
NAACP, often using his pulpit to encourage his black
congregation
to
become registered voters. Witnesses reported
seeing several white men
fire a shotgun into Lee’s car,
and the tires on Lee’s car
were found lacerated with
shotgun pellets. His death
was listed as an accident.
Jonathan M. Daniels
– A seminary student from
Massachusetts, Daniels responded to King’s plea for
advocates to attend the
planned march from Selma
to Montgomery. While participating in a demonstration
at Fort Deposit, Ala., he and
22 others were arrested and
transferred to the county jail
in nearby Hayneville. Once
released, he was shot and

killed trying to save the life
of a black teenager from a
part-time deputy.
Viola Gregg Liuzzo —
The only white woman to be
murdered during the movement, Daniels was involved
in civil rights as a member of
the Detroit chapter of the
NAACP. She went to Alabama to take part in the
march from Selma to Montgomery, and helped out by
driving supporters between
the two cities. A passenger
in another car pulled up
alongside of her car and
shot and killed her.
The major highlight of
the program occurred when
everyone moved outside to
the Legacy Gardens for
prayer and contemplation.
Saxophonist Justin Bolds
played the Civil Rights
Movement anthem “We
Shall Overcome” as everyone held their candles high
to the sky.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Why Trump?
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
When Dr. Gerald Horne,
prolific author and lecturer,
spoke at Greater Mt. Zion
AME Church Jan. 11 as part
of the 2017 Heritage Lecture
Series, he opened by asking
the blunt question: “Why
Trump? How and why did
this man get elected?”
He has been called a
“con man” and worse, a “fascist” by commentators and
politicians, yet there are a
number of explanations by
political pundits as to how he
got elected, said Horne, who
is the John J. and Rebecca
Moores Chair of History and
African American Studies at
the University of Houston.
There are those that suggest that Trump did so well
in states like Florida, Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Indiana because
of the “economic distress”
suffered by so many in the
white working class and middle class.
Yet this alone cannot be a
sufficient explanation, as 95
percent of black women and
88 percent of black men
voted against him.
According to an Ivy
League professor, Horne
said, the reason Trump did

so well is that Democrats
paid too much attention to
“identity politics,” and essayist Andrew Sullivan also postulated about the negative
reaction of Democrats identifying with Black Lives Matter and the marches
following the deaths of
African Americans at the
hands of white police officers. As a result, some felt
the black community was
getting too much attention,
Horne said.
Another explanation,
Horne continued, is that
Russian leader Vladimir
Putin interfered with the
electoral process and that
Russia was behind the hacking of the Democratic National Committee emails.
“Even if you grant that
there was Russian interference in the U.S. electoral
process,” Horne stated, “it
doesn’t explain why 95 percent or black women seemingly were unaffected by
this.”
He pointed out that despite these “scandalous
charges,” nine out of ten
whites in Mississippi and Alabama voted for Trump.
It is a commonly held
perception in parts of the
country that on the one
hand, in this country you
have a so-called “hardwork-

ing” white working and middle class and minority class,
and then you have these ”undeserving” so-called minorities who are leeching off the
hardworking folks, Horne
said. Even if you grant this is
true, why did so many feel
this way, he asked?
The easy explanation is
racism, but even if you posit
this explanation, you have to
wonder where that came
from.
Going back into history,
Horne referred not only to
his book, “The Counter-Revolution of 1776,” but those by
other writers that take a new
approach as to how this
country was founded.
“Instead of ‘taxation without representation,’ instead
of the fight for liberty and the
fight for religious freedom,”
he said, “the story actually is
that at a certain point in the
1770s, the settlers on the
Eastern seaboard of North
America went to continue
pushing westward, seizing
Native American land.”
In its confrontation with
Spain to take control of the
New World, Britain was
forced to arm the Africans
that it had forced onto this
new continent. The settlers
felt that Africans should not
be armed; they should be
marched at gunpoint into the

fields to pick cotton or other
crops.
When the Revolutionary
War broke out, the Africans
realized that if the settlers
won, there’d be more enslavement and the “tightening of the handcuffs on their
wrists.”
“They did not necessarily
stand alongside George
Washington and Alexander
Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson
and
Benjamin
Franklin and James Madison,” Horne said. “They
stood alongside the Redcoats. And when you fight a
war and lose, which is what
the Africans did, you should
be expected to be punished
and pulverized forevermore,
including your descendants.”
In order to understand
how and why black people
have been treated so terribly
in North America, he said,
you have to understand that
basic fact. You also have to
understand that Africans
were in a constant state of revolt, he pointed out, and it
was not unknown for enslaved Africans working in
the “big house” to poison
those whom they were serving or go into their bedrooms and slit their throats.
They also lingered in the
fields, not seeing the point of
working hard to produce

“I felt so much love I
couldn’t return it back in
three lifetimes,” he said,
adding that is not the case for
too many young black boys
and girls these days.
We live in a society in
which crimes are escalating
every day, he pointed out,
and when you think of
crimes in mainstream America, you think primarily of
people who have very little
that are involved in violating
the law.
“That’s why the young
people in Ferguson and Baltimore—you get all of the
politicians, no matter what
color, they call them ‘criminals,’” he said. “Yeah, they’re
doing some things they
ought to not do, but you
know what? As a Christian, I
always begin looking for
wickedness in high places
first.”
Referring to the misdeeds of Wall Street executives such as participating in
insider trading, market manipulation, fraudulent activities and predatory lending,
he asked and answered his
own question: “How many

Wall Street executives went
to jail? Zero!”
He bemoaned the fact
that African Americans are
far more likely to be convicted for drug-related
crimes than their white counterparts in today’s criminal
justice system. Too many
African Americans live in
poverty in the richest nation
on earth, the United States,
he said, and there’s been a
lack of serious talk about it,
like Dr. King’s “poor people’s” campaign. West had
even pleaded with President
Obama to give a major
speech to bring child
poverty to light.
“These young folks are
catching hell and they’re
going to decrepit schools and
they don’t have what is necessary to live like a flower
and flourish!” he said.
Another crime that’s a reflection of this “spiritual
blackout” was the 26,000
bombs that were dropped
last year by U.S. forces. Several nations bombed, all of
them Muslim, he noted, and
added that there’s been no
serious talk about it despite

wealth, which they could not
claim for themselves.
“So this led to this fear
and hatred of African people,” Horne stated, “that has
not been dealt with honestly
by the historians—certainly
not by the politicians. And
you can draw a straight line
from there to these Nov. 8,
2016, election results.”
Horne offered other
skewed versions of American history and African
Americans’ place in it, such
as the 1915 epic film “Birth of
a Nation,” which depicted
black people as murderous
rapists and savages while the
members of the Ku Klux
Klan were heroic saviors and
the “false story of Reconstruction,” in which many
Americans for years viewed
blacks in the South—even
the black politicians—as incompetent.
“‘The Birth of a Nation’
and the false story of Reconstruction were part of a
longer narrative about defaming black people because
our ancestors had fought a
war and lost,” he said.
“My study of history has
convinced me that the way
black people have been able
to travel this difficult road
from 1565 in St. Augustine to
2017 in St. Petersburg is not
only through conducting

Dr. Gerald Horne
that relentless, tireless domestic struggle...but we also
have to live in the battlefield.”
We know what the road
ahead is going to be like
under Trump, he warned,
adding that there are those
who want to turn back the
clock and “make America
great again” like it was
decades ago when on the
one hand the country controlled half the global income, yet on the other
hand Jim Crow laws were
very much in effect.
“Somehow they can’t
grapple with that kind of
truth,” he said, “but we have
to be in their faces, we have
to be protesting if we want to
make our children’s and our
grandchildren’s future better
than what it looks like today
under President-elect Donald J. Trump. We have to
struggle relentlessly.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

2017 Heritage Lecture Series
LECTURE from front page

necessary “spectacle” of
some of today’s performers
and singers, saying we come
from “soul-stirrers, not just
body stimulators.” Where is
the spirit, he asked rhetorically?
We are a spiritual people,
he said, and once we lose our
integrity we slide down the
slope to cupidity and mendacity. Capitalism has transformed the culture, he noted,
saying everybody these days
“has got to be a brand.”
“Don’t tell me you’re a
brand,” he said, “tell me what
your cause is. What are you
willing to sacrifice for beyond
just yourself and the money
that’s flowing toward you?
And this is not just black folk,
this is true for the whole nation, it’s true for the whole
world!”
Donald Trump is the
symbol of the “gangsterization” of the nation and
the world, West said,
which refers to the obsession
with the “11th commandment,” that “thou shalt not
get caught.”
In praising Malcolm X,
he said the slain civil rights

activist had a strong moral
core and an ethical center because “he fell in love with
black people,” and anybody
who falls in love with a people
who have been taught to
hate themselves is going to
have to “cut against the
grain.”
Lamenting the apparent
lack of those with sincerity
and integrity these days,
West explained that when he
was growing up he could go
through a whole list of people with integrity, such as Dr.
King, Angela Davis, Stokely
Carmichael and Huey Newton. They had a willingness
to speak the truth, he said,
and the condition of speaking the truth is always to
allow suffering to speak.
“If anybody claims to be
speaking the truth but
they’re not allowing suffering
to speak,” West said, “you
can rest be assured they
have a truncated discourse
and a deodorized dialogue!”
We’re living in a moment
where our children need us
more than ever, he said, yet
they feel abandoned, neglected and unloved.

L-R, Dr. Gerald Horne, Pastor Clarence Williams,
Dr. Cornel West and Dr. Wilmer Leon
the thousands around the
world killed by drone strikes.
“Our nation must stand
under the judgment of truth
and love,” he said, “and we all
fall short.”
He explained that
Trump has become one of
the major manifestations of
this “spiritual blackout”
driven by big money, big
banks and big military.
“No money for schools,
no money for education, no
money for jobs with a living
wage,” he said. “But you
watch the money people
come up with it when it’s
time to fight a war. You watch
the money people come up
with it when it’s time to expand prisons. You watch the

money people come up with
it when the one percent at
the top are looking for their
tax cuts!”
West stressed the importance of getting priorities
straight, like giving interestfree loans to students in need
rather than giving them to
Wall Street.
“That’s what our coming
together is about every year,”
he said. “To be able to—in
the language of abused people—to lift every voice.”
The 2017 Heritage Lecture Series was sponsored in
part by Cross & Anvil Series,
St. Petersburg College, Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Department
and Pinellas County Schools,
Duke Energy and others.
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2017 FAMILY FUN FESTIVAL
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN

ST. PETERSBURG – After the 110 parade participants, FAMU’s legendary Marching 100 and Tuskegee’s Marching Crimson Pipers,
more than 50,000 people packed into the parking lot of Tropicana Field to enjoy the “MLK Dream Big” 2017 Family Fun Festival.
Sponsored by LA Clippers basketball superstar Marreese Speights, festivalgoers of all ages had the time of their lives on
amusement park rides, playing games, enjoying live entertainment and gorging on a smorgasbord of culinary delights.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The NCNW celebrates 31 years of honoring Dr. King
AWARDS, from front page

that we shall overcome!”
Brock said that the substance of Dr. King’s dreams
was simply this: “Treat me
like you want to be treated.
It’s the Golden Rule. Philosophically, it’s a dream for all
races, all nationalities and all
creeds can live together in
unity.”
In our nation, we’ve made
tremendous strides toward
this goal, she said, yet despite
our best efforts, we still live in
a world where there is economic injustice, pervasive
poverty, racism, discrimination, bigotry, hatred, misogyny,
xenophobia
and
homophobia.
Far too many Americans
are denied jobs by the content of their character, Brock
said, and remain alienated,
“living on the margins of society” because they are
judged by the color of their
skin, where they live, their
country of origin, or whom

they love.
She noted that race still
matters in this country, and
the “pendulum of justice is
swiftly moving backwards”
for the impoverished and
communities of color. In
2017, amidst a rising tide of
hate speech, it’s clear that “we
must reboot our civil right
agenda, and call our brothers
and sisters home from the
corporate suites to the community streets for a family
meeting,” she stressed,
adding that the topic of discussion must focus on economic stability, education
parity and health equity.
“My friends,” she said,
“we are the ‘they’ who must
do something about the conditions in our community. But
most importantly, we cannot
rely on anybody to do anything for us that we ain’t prepared to do for ourselves!”
Brock quoted Dr. King
from his 1957 speech, “A Re-

alistic Look at the Progress of
Race Relations” and urged
educated people to “rise up”
and use their academic
power to make a difference
for the common good.
“‘Don’t use it to divorce
yourselves from the masses,
don’t use it to live in some
aloof ivory tower where you
are merely a spectator,’” she
quoted. Never forget that you
are where you are today because the masses helped you
get there!’”
Paraphrasing a “divinely
inspired” quote about “rising
up” from the Book Psalms,
Brock proclaimed, “St. Petersburg, I stopped by this
morning to ask you that
question: Who will stand up
to speak out about the disparities in our society? Who will
stand up and join forces
with...voices with the women
of NCNW in public squares,
in sanctuaries, in mosques, in
synagogues, in temples and

Former Mayor Rick Baker and
Rev. Louis Murphy Sr.

Harry Sideris and Pastors Jay and
Kara’lynne Brubaker

Jada Guzman and William Law

Eriana Redix

Aldric P. Griffin II

Aaliyah Buchanan and
Cedric Gordon

jurisdictional meetings and
convention centers, corporate suites and city streets to
boldly proclaim that all lives
matter, but most certainly,
black lives matter?”
She urged that people
cannot remain silent while allwhite supporters spew hate
speech and violence without
condemnation, while a criminal justice system that is
“warehousing” a generation
of young men and women
because of racial profiling
racist and while “overzealous” police become the rule.
Brock said a continued silence on so many critical issues of the day—particularly
concerning safeguarding education and assuring affordable healthcare—sends a
signal “that you believe all is
well in our communities.”
Too many corporate, political and faith leaders have
isolated themselves in insular
political and social circles

where they “have attained
status, but lack substance.”
“They get caught up in
this whole idea about ‘meism,’” she said, adding
that “service to others is truly
the rent we pay for the space
we occupy.”
Brock urged everyone to
accept the call to leadership
and become “involved participants and not detached spectators.”
“Now is the time for the
walls of mistrust and confusion to be torn down,” she
said. “Our faith and belief in
the beloved community depends on our ability to grab
hold of Dr. King’s dream that
found strength through
struggle, power through perseverance and liberty
through love.”
The morning continued
with the awards presentation
to community leaders who
have made an extraordinary
personal commitment to

serve humanity.
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Leadership Awards
Rev. Louis Murphy, Sr.
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Humanitarian Award
Pastors Jay and Kara’lynne Brubaker of Positive Impact Church
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Faith Based Recognition
Award
Rev. Louis Murphy,
Sr. and Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Youth Educational Incentive Award
Jada Guzman, Eriana
Redix and Aldric P. Griffin
II
Brittany Bria Gordon Excellence in Achievement
Award
Aaliyah Buchanan
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The loving effect of one man
BY DEXTER L. MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. had it! Mohandas
Gandhi had it! Even
Mother Theresa had it!
The “it” is the loving effect on people that
brought them to a place of
peace, unity and love for
all people.
Many desire to have
this mantle. Most won’t
come close to operating in
it. Too self-anointed and

appointed; too frail to face
criticism with a smile and
not enough meals of humble pie.
However, Bishop Preston D.H. Leonard wears
this love and the impact
stretches wide. He is the
pastor of Christ Gospel
Church of God In Christ
and has the longest
tenure as pastor of a single congregation in the St.
Petersburg area.
He is also the Presiding Bishop of Christ King-

Your
Family
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dom International Fellowship, which includes
churches throughout the
United States and Africa,
and the International
Bishop of Christ Gospel
Churches of Jamaica and
Haiti.
Bishop Leonard’s loving effect has global
warming affection.
Last month at a celebration marking Bishop
Leonard’s 63 years as a
servant of God, the outpouring of love deemed as
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reciprocation for his own
actions became glaringly
charming.
“Love is what we do,
which provokes others to
do also,” said Bishop
Leonard. “It’s action with,
for and toward people
where God receives the
glory and we may or may
not get credit. But people
really do appreciate good
people.”
One guide, particularly for couples touched
by Bishop Leonard, de-

scribes such love as being
patient; love is kind. Love
is not envious or boastful
or arrogant or rude. It
does not insist on its own
way: it is not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in truth.
Not only does Bishop
Leonard have a loving effect on couples and marriages, but actions over
the years have given a
reason for others to be
faithful and to do work

that will have a positive effect on people.
It is amazing how so
many people are willing to
give of their time for the
sake of one man who has
given so much to so many
people. Love does have
something to do with it.
Bishop Leonard is one
man who has enough love
to bear all things, believe
all things, hope all things
and endure all things. His
love has a lasting effect.
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DAY OF SERVICE EVENTS
BY ANDREA PEREZ, Neighborhood News Bureau
To further impact the St. Petersburg community
on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, the Sustainable
Urban Agriculture Coalition (SUAC), in
collaboration with three non-profit organizations,
worked alongside community leader
Askia Muhammad Aquil to design a sustainable
food garden in his family’s backyard,
located in south St. Pete.
Neighbors and friends were able to help Aquil in
the planting of various fruit trees and the
completion of three planter boxes, while SUAC’s
president Bill Bilodeu provided general
information about sustainability to the
community volunteers that weren’t as familiar
with the agricultural system.

The Suncoast Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc. turned an uninviting room
at the Sanderlin Center into a quaint little library. Volunteers painted, cleaned and
decorated the space. The community donated books, and now children who attend the
afterschool program can sit down in a quiet space and get lost in a book.

BY ANGELINA BRUNO Neighborhood News Bureau
Student members of the Girlfriends of Pinellas and 5000 Role Models held a stepping stone
dedication ceremony Monday alongside staff members of Melrose Elementary.
A freshly painted stone was dedicated to the First United Methodist Church of St. Petersburg for
their support throughout the school year. Members of the church volunteered time, resources
and funds to help not only the school but the Girlfriends of Pinellas and 5000 Role models as well.

Jennifer Hughes, executive director of the
Shirley Proctor Puller Foundation, helps her
younger son move compost and soil to be
placed in one of the three garden boxes that
would later be filled out with lettuce plants like
kale and cabbage.

Students from both the Girlfriends of Pinellas and 5000 Role
Models pose for a picture alongside Melrose Elementary
faculty and representatives of the First United Methodist
Church of St Petersburg.

Monday morning, the volunteer group worked
diligently around the planter boxes, which were
constructed three weeks prior to the Day of
Service. President of SUAC, Bill Bilodeu, observed,
educated and guided volunteers through the
permaculture process.

A member of the First United
Methodist Church of St.
Petersburg helps a student
with his tie.

BY INDHIRA SUERO ACOSTA, Neighborhood News Bureau
The Next Stepp Life Center on 22nd Street South celebrated their “Keeping
Displaced Babies Safe Project,” an initiative to provide baby supplies and
help to mothers and fathers in challenging housing situations.
Monday afternoon, a group of volunteers for the center provided the
families in need with a 3-in-1 diaper bag that converts to a bassinet, which
can also be used as a changing table.
Community volunteers prepared a total of 50 bags to deliver at the event.

BY ZENENA MOGUEL, Neighborhood News Bureau
Community Action Stops Abuse, Inc. (CASA) utilized their
MLK Day of Service award to assemble baskets aimed at
providing quiet and healing time for first-time domestic
violence victims seeking CASA services.
Freshmen and sophomores from the Shorecrest
Preparatory School partnered with CASA and volunteered
Monday evening in designing and painting picture frames
as well as assembling over 40 baskets .

Parents, Kristen Burnett and Dequan Smith, holding
their baby, Elijah Smith, benefited from the program
at The Next Stepp Life Center.

Shorecrest Preparatory School faculty, staff, and students
volunteer Monday evening CASA’s administration building.

L-R, Geneva Stephens and Carole
Alexander, volunteer coordinator
and executive director of The Next
Stepp Life Center.

BY JOSEPH CONTE, Neighborhood News Bureau
Garden Florida set out to make a significant change to the Bartlett Park community.
Each year on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, the Bartlett Park garden offers free food to
the residents of their vibrant community. This year’s event is called “Harvest Tools,”
which brings awareness to the usefulness of having a local open garden.
Currently, they are eagerly searching for support to expand the garden so that it
can provide even more produce.
Each week on Saturdays, the garden is open to the people of the community to
come and receive fresh fruits and vegetables.

Shorecrest student, Ryan
Healy, completes the
finishing touches on the
peace baskets assembled
by her classmates
Monday evening.

Pam Raines (Left) and Felicia Rogers (Right) serving
Andrea Smith, the executive
some fresh goodies to Asya Dickerson (Back) and director of Garden Florida, hard at
Tamya Brown (Front).
work in the cabbage patch.

Sparkly Clean Services set out to make a local business on 22nd
Street South sparkle. Their MLK Day of Service project included
pressure washing Lakeview Market and feeding the neighborhood.
Scores of people stopped by to eat a burger and watch owner
Lenard Hayes show neighborhood children how to detail a car.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church
4301 13th Avenue South
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

(Childs Park Rec. Center)
Saint Petersburg
11 A.M. Sunday

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850
@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Sunday
Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

Mission Statement

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Your church ad
could be here
contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for January 2017
Jan 21 - C.O.L.O.R.S,
Workshop (Courage to Overcome Life’s Obstacles Regardless of my Situation)
10:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church (1301 37th Street
South in St. Petersburg, FL
33711). Free one-day Girls’
Empowerment Workshop de-

signed to address public
safety by providing self-defense strategies and awareness of human trafficking. It
will also address the physical,
emotional and academic
needs of girls in elementary,
middle and high school. Registration and breakfast begin
at 9:15 a.m.
Jan 25-27 - Congress No.
2–Host Church: St. John Missionary Baptist Church, 3200
5th Ave S., St. Petersburg, FL
33712 (Rev. Norris Martin,
Pastor)
Jan 29 - Mission Emphasis and Operation Love
(Church Visitation to Sick
and Shut-in Members)
Coming Events for February 2017
Feb 10-11 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association-Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Moderator.
Mid-Winter
Board Session hosted by St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30

a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Multiple Streams of Income
God is abundance. God manifests abundance in various ways and
through different people. As we
open our hearts and minds to multiple streams of income, we experience the flow of prosperity
individually and collectively.
Many of us limit God’s abundance because we only look for it
through one resource, namely our
checks or direct deposits from our
jobs, our social security or our retirement incomes. God is the
Source from which all our blessings
flow. Everything and everyone else
is only a resource. When one door
closes, a better door opens. When
one channel closes, God opens a
wider stream.
Not only do we limit God individually but many of our churches limit

God. We see “tithes and offerings”
as the only stream of income to support God’s work. In addition to
fundraisers (car washes, fish fries
and rummage sales), there are
other resources that are available to
non-profits such as grants and corporate sponsorships.
In order to receive these funds,
we must be open to it and we must
have our business in order. “Let all
things be done decently and in
order (I Corinthians 14:40).” We
must stop saying that we are on a
“fixed income” or a “limited
budget.” The only fixed income is
the one that we fix in our minds.
The only limited budget is the limits
that we place in our consciousness.
I receive abundance in whatever
form it manifests.

Friendship MBC
THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO THE CHURCH
WHERE WE KNOW “IT'S
JUST NICE TO BE NICE” COME TO THE SHIP AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF - Need
a place to call home, we're not
perfect, all of us have sinned
and fallen short, you can come
here just as you are, seeking a
Word from the Lord, great
Teaching (Wednesday In The
Word, Noon Day and at 7:00
pm, Also Youth Enrichment,
alittle something full of Fun
and Spiritual designed just for
the children and Preaching is
what you desire, well, look no
further...The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which
is often referred to as “THE
SHIP”, will hold their regular
Worship Sunday Services at
7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor and
the Official Board stand ready
to WELCOME YOU.
January at the Ship
1st QUARTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
SATURDAY, JANUARY
21, 2017 - 10:00 AM – All Leadership are expected to be in At-

tendance
A NEW YEAR REVIVAL
JANUARY 23, 24, AND 25,
2017 AT 7:00 PM NIGHTLY
BISHOP LEWIS SHERMAN, REVIVALIST, HOLY
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
ST. PETERSBURG
“A NEW YEAR AND NO
FEAR” - 2ND TIMOTHY 1:7
POST
ANNUAL
CHURCH CALL MEETING
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27,
2017 AT 7:00 PM
FIFTH
SUNDAY
SCHEDULE
January 29, 2017 - 8:00 am
– Church School – 8:45 am –
Worship Service and Installation of Officers
TRIBE OF SIMEON
(FEBRUARY) PLEASE SEE
YOUR CAPTAINS DEA.
ARTHUR REESE AND SIS.
LELA NEWKIRK AS YOU
ARE PREPARING FOR FEBRUARY
WEDNESDAY
NIGHT LIVE FELLOWSHIP.
TRIBE
OF
GAD
(MARCH) ALL OF THOSE
FRIENDSHIP MEMBERS
WHO ARE BORN IN THE

MONTH OF MARCH ARE
ASK TO SEE SIS. CYNTHIA
PIERCE, TRIBE CAPTAIN,
SHE NEEDS TO UPDATE
HER LIST.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.
"REMEMBER
AND
PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND
WOMEN IN UNIFORM AS
WELL AS OUR VETERANS
THIS NEW YEARS"

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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